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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Jack Vitek — IGFA Outreach & Education Manager
(954) 924-4246; jvitek@igfa.org

The following rule which had been temporarily postponed from its original implementation date of April
1, 2017 is now active: “The catch shall be classified under the breaking strength of the first 16.5 feet (5
meters) of line directly preceding the double line, leader or hook. This section must be comprised of a
single, homogenous piece of line.”

Immediately prior to the effective date of this rule, the IGFA received comments from a number of
members within the angling community, which resulted in its temporary postponement. After
consultation with national angling organizations around the world, it was determined that while the
issues raised are important, the best path forward is to proceed with the immediate implementation of
this rule as originally intended on April 1, 2017. The IGFA appreciates all comments and input received
on the rule and process during this short delay in implementation. These comments will be compiled
and presented to the IGFA’s Rules Committee for their consideration.
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The IGFA is a non-profit organization committed to the conservation of game fish and the
promotion of responsible, ethical angling practices, through science, education, rule making,
record keeping and recognition of outstanding accomplishments in the field of angling.

bS'[I<':1ter;1ent from the NSWGFA President regarding the IGFA and GFAA rule change for backing (see
elow).

“This rule_ change has not been adopted in NSWGFA, this rule change will only affect Australian records
and_ any fish caught outside of NSW waters, any fish caught inside NSW waters are to follow the current
policy adopted by NSWGFA Clubs.

ThJe (I:hanges made by IGFA and GFAA regarding backing will be discussed at the next NSWGFA AGM
in July".
1. Application of policy

If an a_ngler submit_s a capture/tag & release in any competition that has been taken on multifilament line the
committee may at its absolute discretion;

(a) accept the capture/tag & release; or
(b) resolve that the line must be tested
If the committee resolves that the line be tested the following provisions shall apply to the competition:

(a)if _the capture/tag & release qualifies for any prize, that prize shall be provisional only and shall be withheld
pending the result of the line test:



(b) a sample of line shall be taken and prepared in the same manner as a sample required for a record claim and
sent to the New South Wales Records Officer within fourteen (14) days. If the sample is not received by the

NSW Records Officer within fourteen (14) days the line will not be tested and the capture will be deemed to have
been accepted.

(c) If the line sample is received within fourteen (14) days the New South Wales Records Officer shall with all due
dispatch forward the line sample for testing in accordance with the usual procedure laid down for testing record
claims;

(d) If the line sample breaks under the prescribed line class, the committee will affirm the tournament results and
award the prize. If the line breaks over the prescribed line class the capture/tag & release will be disqualified.

(e) In the event the capture submitted is also the subject of a New South Wales, Australian or World record claim
a separate line sample to that submitted with the claim will be taken and submitted to the New South Wales
Records Officer in accordance with the above procedure.

All Record claims where a top shot is used and attached to the backing both the top shot and backing will be
tested to determine which is the heavier and that will be the line class determined for the record claim.

To this end both the top shot line and the backing will be required to be submitted with the claim.

This will involve the usual 16m of the line attached to the terminal tackle as well as 16m of the backing including
1m of the top shot still attached to the backing.

As two (2) line tests are required there will be the usual fee of $35.00 (Inc. GST plus an extra claim fee
applicable which has been determined at $25.00.

This means a total of $60.00 (Inc. GST) for this type of claim. The payment is to be made out to NSWGFA Inc.

(f) The cost of the test shall be borne by the angler.
1. This policy shall remain in force until the New South Wales Game Fishing Association Executive
determines that it appears that, generally, multifilament lines are breaking within the prescribed line class.
Kind Regards

Nigel Rushworth
Secretary
NSWGFA



